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De Qi  

Å  Déqì ôObtain qiõ 
 

Å Borrowed Chinese Medical term  
 

Å Indicating the arrival of  yíngqì  

 at a  xué ô[acupuncture] pointõ  
 

Å  Xué can also mean ôHollow, cave, spot, node or lairõ 
 

Å As a Fengshui term Deqi applies to the arrival of  ShƗngq³ 
at a xue ôpoint within a siteõ 
 

Å Relates to concept of  Náqì ôGrasping qiõ 

 



ϖ ϝɟ  
Z¨ngzhō chéng shƗngq³yō. 

 

ò[The practice of] Auspicious Siting   
is to ride the sheng qi.ó  

  

    Zangshujing, Inner Chapter, line 1 



The Source  

Å Ϥ  Z¨ngshǆjƩng ôBook of Burial Classicõ                               
(Book of Auspicious Siting Classic) 
 

Å Authored by  Guƺ Pú (276 - 324 C.E.)  

 diviner, astrologer, geographer & scholar  
 

ÅOriginal •  Xíngshìpài ôForm &  

 configurational -force schoolõ text 
 

Å Based on  Hàn dynasty (206 B.C.E . ð  

 220 C.E.) manuscript  ZàngjƩng  

 ôBurial Classicõ by ωẊ   

 QƩngwǆ XiƑnshƗng ôBlue Raven Esquireõ 



Zhou  
1045 - 256 B.C.E.  

Han  
206 B.C.E. - 220  C.E.   

Tang  
618 - 907C.E.  

Republic 
1912  C.E.  -  

Yellow Stone Elder 
Qingnangjing ôCerulean  

Satchel Classicõ 

Yang Yunsong 
Hanlongjing ôRousing Dragon Classicõ 
Yilongjing ôDoubtful Dragon Classicõ 

Qingnangaoyu ôCerulean Satchel Profound Sayingsõ  
Qingnangxu ôCerulean Satchel Prefaceõ  

Tianyujing ôHeavenly Jade Classicõ 

Jiang Dahong  
Dilibianzheng  ôDifferentiating Geomancyõ 

Shuilongjing ôWater Dragon Classicõ 
 

Emperor Qianlong  
Imperial Collections  

 

 

Master Sam 
Shenshixuankongxue ôShen Family Flying Star Studyõ 

 

Qing  
1644 - 1911  C.E . 
. 

Prince Liu An  
Huainanzi  

ôMasters of the South Riverõ 
 

Yellow Thearch 
Neijing ôInner Classicõ 

 

King Wen, Confucius  
Zhouyijing ôChanges of  

the 3rd Dynasty Classic õ 



Guopuõs 5conditions for Deqi  

Å An assumption is made that all sites 
inherently ôhave shengqiõ, but do they?  

 

Å Checklist of prerequisites to establish 
the initial presence of shengqi onsite, 
drawn from the inner chapter of the 
Zangshujing ôBook of Burial Classicõ 
 

Å All five are conditions of  Xíng ôformõ, 
form makes qi obvious 

 

ÅWhat happens if or when the base 
requirements are not met? 

 



ѣ Ị ɟ  
Fǆwàiqì suϔyϒ jù nèiqì. 

 

òExternal qi therefore condenses internal qi.ó 
 

    - Zangshujing, Outer Chapter, line 23 



1. Shan  ôMountainõ 

Δ ψ ọ ψ ψ ɟ 
Qiǆlϔng zhƩgϖ, gƑngf½ zhƩzhƩ, q³zhƩ suϔsuí. 

òThe bones of hills and ridges, the branches of mounds               
and embankments, qi follows these.ó 

- Zangshujing, Inner Chapter, line 9 

 

Å By implication, where there is no mountain , there can be no qi 

ÅMountains gather qi 
 

Å Sites with no natural hills or peaks for precipitation to occur  

Å Sites without support from man -made ranges 

 - residences & buildings 

 - fences & walls 

  



 
JƩngyuƗ, dìyϔu jíqì, tϖsuíérqϒ 

òThe Classic says, when the ground has auspicious qi,               
the landscape conforms resulting in rising upwardó 

- Zangshujing, Inner Chapter, line 37 

 

 

ѣ Ҙ 
Qìyϒ lónghuì 

òQi is [present] because of [mountain] dragons assemblingó 
- Zangshujing, Inner Chapter, line 51 

 



Fengshui Mountain 

Å Capital moved to Beijing in 
early 1400õs  

Å No mountain to satisfy the 
needs of Fengshui 

Å  JϒngshƑn ôCoal Hillõ 

Å Imperial garden (public park)  

Å 45m high, 5 peaks 





2. Tu  ôSoilõ 

ψӑ ɟ 
Fǆtϖzhō, q³zhƩtϒ, yϔutϖ sƩ yϔuqì. 

òSoil, it is the body of qi, where soil exists there is qi.ó 
- Zangshujing, Inner Chapter, line 18 

 

Å By implication, where there is no soil, there can be no qi 

Å Soil gives movement to qi (not wind!)  
 

Å Sites not contacting the land due to elevation or cavities 

Å Sites lacking connection due to material barriers  

 - thick layers of concrete 

 - large bodies of water 

 
  



ϋ Ϊɟ 
Fǆq³x²ng hǆ d¯zhƺng.  

òQi travels through the ground.ó 
- Zangshujing, Inner Chapter, line 20 

 

 

 
Q³yƩn tϖxíng 

òQi travels by means of soiló 
- Zangshujing, Inner Chapter, line 49 

 



Infertile Ground 
ÅWang xx, 26 y/o  ˎ

Å 28th storey apartment 2yrs 
 

ÅM/c: Habitual miscarriage  

Å S/s: tiredness, poor appetite, 
heavy limbs, diarrhoea, 
menorrhagia, bruises easily   

Å P: weak T: flabby 

Å Dx: Spleen yang qi deficiency 
 

Å Test results inconclusive 

Å Unresponsive to CM treatment  




